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In Neill’s (The Secret Life of a Slummy Mummy) second novel, Nick and Bryony Skinner built their fortunes on the 
economic boom that peaked in 2006. But spending frivolously, they see their world come crashing down with the 
financial collapse that ensues in 2008. Nanny Ali Sparrow, who immerses herself within this family to hide from her 
own, becomes privy to sensitive information and finds that there are secrets that, if ever told, would tear the family 
apart and even jeopardize her employment, where she has grown to love the four Skinner children. Ali also learns 
what some people will do in the name of greed and how unethical and immoral decisions seem to rule when better 
actions should prevail. VERDICT This biting drama is filled with tension and remarkably flawed characters. Neill’s 
engrossing tale makes for an addictive read, and one can only keep turning the pages to get to the inescapable 
conclusion.—Anne M. Miskewitch, Chicago P.L. 
 
 


